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Representatives of the 15th Finance Commission had wide-ranging
discussions with Chief Minister, Council of Ministers, leaders of
various political parties, Tribal Leaders, Local bodies and Business

Leaders in Arunachal Pradesh.

Detailed presentations were made by Team Arunachal Pradesh led by Chief Minister Pema
Khandu on state finances and efforts made by the state for development.

They urged the commission to consider innovative measures for vertical devolutions, specially
for North Eastern States, looking at their special requirements.
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The Commission appreciated the constructive and useful suggestions and stated that all issues
raised would receive due attention.

The 15th Finance Commission will finalize its recommendations by October 2019 after
deliberations with all State Governments.
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Finance Commission team kicks off national consultation from NE State

Arunachal Pradesh has asked the 15th Finance Commission to factor in infrastructure deficit and development of areas bordering China and
Myanmar for arriving at a ratio of allotment of central tax share to the States.

Apart from roads, the focus of the frontier State’s infrastructure is on several major hydropower projects that have either not taken off or are
stuck at various stages of construction.

According to the Central Electricity Authority’s on January 31 last year, Arunachal Pradesh has 50,328 MW of the country’s total 148,701 MW
identified hydropower potential through projects with generating capacity of 25 MW or more. The State has some 140 hydroelectric projects,
large and small, awaiting clearance or stuck at various stages of implementation since allotment after the government came out with a
hydropower policy in 2007-2008.

These projects include the 2,000 MW Lower Subansiri Project that NHPC started constructing in December 2007. Work on the project stopped in
2011 due to protests by anti-dam activists and NGOs in Assam.

In a memorandum to the Commission, Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu sought weightage for infrastructure deficit and
backward border areas.

“Our State faces challenges and offers opportunities in hydro power, infrastructure and tourism” besides education and heaith, he said.

hitps:/fwww.thehindu.com/newsinational/other-states/arunachal-flags-infrastructure-deficit/article23468512.ece 12
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He noted that poor access to remote mountainous areas was leading to rise in prices of commodities.

Printable version | Oct 29, 2018 1:33:01 PM | https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/arunachal-ﬂags-infrastructure-
deficit/article23468512.ece

© The Hindu
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*NewsssFinance Commission has nothing to do with fixing terms of reference: Shaktikanta Das
By

Bikash Singh

. ET Bureau|

Apr 06, 2018, 08.16 PM IST

He said the commission would hold a much wider
consulitation this time than in the past.

ITANAGAR (ARUNACHAL PRADESH): The acting
chairman of the 15th Finance Commission, Shaktikanta
Das, on Friday sought to steer clear of the controversy
over its terms of reference that some states have
questioned, saying that the commission had nothing to
do with fixing the parameters.

“The parameters are decided by the government,” he
told the media here.

Some southern states including poll-bound Karnataka
have opposed the terms of reference, primarily over
devolution of funds. A proposal to use 2011 census data as the basis for distributing tax proceeds to states
would hurt their interests if it is implemented, they claim.

Already, chief minister Siddaramaiah has made it an election issue in Karnataka. “The progressive states, largely
from the South but also some like Gujarat, which did their nationalistic duty and controlled population, are
now being penalised due to the terms of reference (for devolution of funds} by the 15th Finance Commission,”
Karnataka agricufture minister Krishna Byre Gowda said.

“The terms of reference of the commission include tax devolution to the states besides grants to local bodies
and other grants tc the states,” Das said. "We are expected to submit our report by October 31, 2019 which
means every month we will be visiting at least two to three states of the country.”

The commission has this time kick-started the state consultation process from India’s frontier state of
Arunachal Pradesh. It is also likely to visit Tawang, the town bordering China. After wrapping up the Arunachal
round, the commission will visit Jammu and Kashmir. it is scheduled to meet the southern states in
Thiruvananthapuram on April 10.

The government has asked the commission to also see and analyse implementation of goods and services tax
as well, Das said.
He said the commission would hold a much wider consultation this time than in the past.

hitps:/feconomictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/finance-commission-has-nothing-to-do-with-fixing-terms-of-reference-shaklikanta-das/a...  1/2
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In the first round, the Arunachal Pradesh government made a detailed presentation.

Das said: “The state has several challenges and opportunities. There is scope for investing more and spending
more. The state has huge potential in tourism, hydropower and the horticulture sector.”

The state has sought funds as it is positioned in difficult topographical area. Arunachal wants money for border
area development, roads and, as the state is disaster-prone, a higher allocation for disaster relief.
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Amid stand-off with China, 15th Finance Commission
begins national-level consultations with Arunachal
Pradesh

newindianexpress.com/nation/2018/apr/07/amid-stand-off-with-china-15th-finance-commission-begins-national-level-
consultations-with-arunacha-1798068.htm)

Home Nation

The 15th Finance Commission has launched its national-level consuitations with Arunachal Pradesh amidst the
perception that the exercise will ruffle China’s feathers.

Published: 07th April 2018 12:15 AM | Last Updated: 07th April 2018 12:15 AM | A+A A-

Express News Service

GUWAHAT!: The 15th Finance Commission has launched its national-level consultations with Arunachal
Pradesh amidst the perception that the exercise will ruffte China’s feathers given the neighbouring country’s
claim over the frontier state.

Beijing has invariably protested the visits of indian President, Prime Minister, Union ministers and high-ranking
officials to the state which it calls as southern Tibet.

Through the consultations, the Commission will essentially try to analyse the challenges and requirements of
the states in the country and evolve a formula for reasonable distribution of funds.

The Commission, constituted last year, has been asked to submit its recommendations by October 31 next year
for five years beginning on April 1, 2020. It will next hold the consultations in Jammu & Kashmir followed by
Kerala.

Given the move to distribute Central taxes to the states based on the 2011 census data, there is a perceived
fear that it will adversely affect the south Indian states for their better management of population. Among
httpiwwwinwisianpp Caners) aalicsi i3iarIBTama e dphuliutatian STHinarercmetesondutriengblsyrbsiticdnliped winaary.
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state, its forest cover, income distance (difference of income between the highest-earning state and a
particular state) etc.

From the Seventh Finance Commission to 13th Finance Commission, population was determined based on the
1971 census data. During the term of the 13th Finance Commission, it was partially shifted to the 2011 census.
Now, there is a move to entirely shift it to the 2011 census as the 1971 data has been removed from the terms
of reference for the 15th Finance Commission. The move will benefit the states in north India as the growth of
their population between 1971 and 2011 has been very high.

“The consultation was started by the 14th Finance Commission. In order to cover a wider spectrum of the
society, we have widened it by including civic bodies and social organisations,” the Commission’s acting
chairman, Shaktikanta Das, told reporters in Arunachal capital ltanagar on Friday.

"We started the process with Arunachal as it is here where the sun rises first in the country,” he said.

Arunachal shares its border with Bhutan, Myanmar besides China. There are over 130 habitations along the
international borders and the Commission said the state government had sought development of border areas
to be factored into the ratio of allotment of central taxes share.

Kiosked
(Get the news that matters from New Indian Express on WhatsApp. Click this link and hit 'Click to Subscribe’.
Follow the instructions after that)
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Arunachal lists out challenges to Finance panel
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Arunachal lists out challenges to Finance panel

Saturday, 07 April 2018 | PT1 | itanagar

The Arunachal Pradesh government has made a detailed presentation of state finances, including “several chatlenges” and requirements
before the 15th Finance Commission, officials said today.

@0Q¢

Ateam of the Finance Commission arrived here on Thursday and had a meetin g with state government officials, they said.

The Arunachal Pradesh government's presentation contained the state finances, besides the requirements for urban local hodies,
vulnerability to natural disasters and suggestions for sharing Central taxes, Shaktikanta Das, Acting Chairman of the Finance Commission,
said,

“The state has several challenges besides opportunities to invest in hydro-power, tourism, food processing and agri-horti sectors. There are
horder-related challenges and instrgency problem in most of the border areas of the state.

A =

“We have open mind on alt issues projected by the state at this point of time. We will examine all the suggestions and projections and
accordingly recommend to the President,” Das said.

He said the Arunachal Pradesh government had suggested giving weightage on population, infrastructure gap and border area development
as criteria for devolution of Central taxes.

Das said the Commission, after holding consultations with the 29 states, would submit its recommendations to President Ram Nath Kovind
by October 31, 2019.

The recommendations will come into effect for five years starting from April 1, 2020.

After Arunachal Pradesh, the Commission is scheduled to visit Jammu and Kashmir and then Kerala, Das added.
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The Arunachal Pradesh government has made a detailed
presentation of state finances, including “several challenges” and
requirements before the 15th Finance Commission, officials said
today.

A team of the Finance Commission arrived here yesterday and had
a meeting with state government officials, they said.

The Arunachal Pradesh government's presentation contained the
state finances, besides the requirements for urban local bodies,
vuinerability to natural disasters and suggestions for sharing
Central taxes, Shaktikanta Das, Acting Chairman of the Finance
Commission, said.

“The state has several challenges besides opportunities to investin
hydro-power, tourism, food processing and agri-horti sectors,
There are border-related challenges and insurgency problem in
most of the border areas of the state.

“We have open mind on all issues projected by the state at this
point of time. We will examine all the suggestions and projections
and accordingly recommend to the President,” Das said.

Subscribe Now »
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+0% Now 1 Das said the Commission, after holding consultations with the 29
Possessior states, would submit its recommendations to President Ram Nath
Kovind by October 31, 2019,

The recommendations wilt come into effect for five years starting
from April 1, 2020.

After Arunachal Pradesh, the Commission is scheduled to visit Jammu and Kashmir and then Kerala, Das
added.

(This story has not been edited by Business Standard staff and is auto-generated from a syndicated feed.)

First Published: Fri, April 06 2018, 17:50 IST
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